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© The 


Voice ſaid, Cry, and he ſaid, What ſhall IMF 
cry ? All Fleſh is Grafs, and all the goodlineſs If 


thereof is as the Flower of the Field. The Ii 
Graſs withereth, the lower fadeth. Iſai. 40. 6.7. 
% Remember now thy Creator in the Days of th! 
Youth, while the evil Days come not, nor the 
Years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have i 
no Pleaſure in them.” Eccle. 12. I. 1 
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ECCLESIASTES 1X. 10. 


4 hatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do 


it with thy might; for there. is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor w dom, in the grave hither 


thou goeſt. 


CXXEXAEIEN and Brethren, do we not by long 
does dd obſervation, as well as by recent 


| IP M'> 88d proofs, learn the uncertainty and 
1 GIRO —<X emptineſs of all the enjoy ments of 
SHAXXEXLA the preſent ſtate ? Has it not been 
S RAE proved out, that happineſs, com- 
pleat happineſs, is not the portion of any of the chil- 
dren of men under any circumſtance, or in any 
ſituation in this life? The world, with all its glory, 


never was made fully to ſatisfy che deſires of a ra- 
tional 


ä 


j 


tional and an immortal ſoul, We may well belieys 


this is not the place of our reſt, when we find how 
loſſes, croſſes and diſappointments, fall to the ſhare 
of every character of men. We have good autho- 
rity to aſſert, that none of any character are exempt- 
ed from trials in this world of fin. All things come 
alike to all, there is one event to the righteous and 
to the wicked, to the good, the clean and unclean ; 
ver. 2. context. This may teach us, not only that 
compleat reſt and happineſs is not to be looked for in 
this world, but that mens internal ſtate is not deter- 
mined by external providential diſpenſations, whe- 
ther they are proſperous or adverſe. As all men 
are partakers in fin, and alike ſubject to adverſe pro- 
vidences ; ſo they are all alike ſubject to death. 
This muſt be a change very important, very inte- 
reſting to all, as now they enter the world of ſpirits, 
and are unalterably fixed, according to the deeds 
done in the body. The time of life, as momentary 
and uncertain as it is, is the probationary and prepa- 
ratory time, the only ſeaſon which men have given 
them, to do the great work, which they have to do 
for God, their ſouls and eternity. If the great and 
neceſſary work of this ſeaſon be not done in time, it 
never can be done. If the new birth be not wrought, 
and faith of a divine operation be not given; it the 
ſalvation of the ſoul be not ſecured, whilſt this day 
of grace laſts, all proſpe& of mercy is at an end. 
May not the words of the text now be introduced 
as a proof ? © For there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave whither thou 
goeſt.“ No work reſpecting this or the coming 
world, the grave is a ſtate of inaQtivity.z no device, 
no deviſing there how to obtain the bleſſings of time 
or eternity; no knowledge of things paſt, preſent * 
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to come; no wiſdom of a worldly or ſpiritual na- 
ture there; the dead know not any thing, neither 
have they any more a reward, for the memory of 
them is forgotten, ver. 5. context; there is no faith, 
nor hope in the cold and ſilent grave; nor are there 
any acts of pardon paſſed there. Since this is the caſe, 
how very pertinent, very important the exhortation, 
« whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might ? Farther to illuſtrate the words choſen to en- 
tertain you on this mournful occaſion, I ſhall ſhow, 


I. That all men are going to the grave. 


II. That when they come to the grave, their | 
working and preparation time for another world | 
will be at an end. | | 

| 


III. That it is therefore duty, and reaſonable for | 
men earneſtly to be engaged in this preparation iq 
work, while the day of grace laſts, 1 


I. All men are going to the grave. This is a | 
truth evident from thoſe words, For I know that 1 
thou wilt bring me to death, and to the houſe ap- l 
pointed for all living.“ Job 30. 23, Death came by | 
ſin, and fince all men have ſinned, death is their ap- 
poiated and inevitable lot. Rom. g. 12. with Heb. 4 
9. 279, The laſt enemy is an univerſal enemy. The (. 
righteous and the wicked, the beſt of ſaints and the 
vileſt of finners can obtain no diſcharge in that war. 
The ſtrong and firm, the young and gay, muſt re- 
turn to duſt, when called, as well as the old and de- 
criped worn out with age. Neither honor, nor wif- 
dom, nor wealth will avail to purchaſe a reprieve 

' from the grave. Princes, though called gods, muſt 
die as well as other men. All the wiſdom: of Solo- 

| mon 
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mon could not find out a way to eſcape the arreſta 


of death, nor could the whole world redeem Alex- 
ander the great, ſo that he might live forever, and not 
ſee corruption. The ſkill of the wiſeſt and moſt able 


phyſician cannot find out a remedy that will keep 


himſelf when bis appoiated time is come; when his 
days are finiſhed, he muſt go, prepared or unpre- 


pared, willing or unwilling. The truth is illuſtrated 


that all men are going to the grave. And what a 
ſad reflection mult this be to all, was it not for the 
revelation, belief and proſpe&t of a glorious reſur- 
rection to the righteous, who ſhall ariſe to everlaſt- 
ing life? Which can be no relief or conſolation to 


the wicked, who muſt ariſe to ſhame and everlaſting. 


contempt. I paſs on to ſay, 


IT. That when men come to the grave, their 
wotking and preparation time for another world will 
be at an end. There is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave. Infinite wiſ- 
dom: has given man a fit ſeaſan, an appointed oppor- 


tunity to accompliſh the great buſineſs for which he. 


was ſent into the world. This St. Paul calls the ac- 
cepted time and day cf ſalvation. This fit ſeaſon is 
the day cf youth, the morning of life, the moulding 
age, the time in which perſons are generally formed 
for the true ſervice of Gad in this world, and for 
glory in the world to come, if ever they be. The 
time alſo, whilſt the means and inſtruments of con- 
verſion are enjoyed, and the Spirit of God is co- op- 
eratiag with the external means of grace, is the fit 
day for ſalvation concerns. This fit ſeaſon is called 


a day, an accepted day, that probationers for the fu- - 

ture ſtate may know that it is but a day, a limitted 

day, a day that will come to an end, a day followed, 
4145 ; "ou R with 
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with a night when no man can work. Joh. g. 4 We 
do not need a train of arguments to prove that there 
will be a period to the time of youth, that the ex- 
ternal means of grace, with the co- operating influence 
of the divine Spirit, are not forever to be enjoytd; 
we have done with all the times and means of ſal- 
vation when the night of death comes ; here is the 
full and final period to all preparation for the future 
world. In the place where the tree falleth, chere 
it ſhall lie“ ; * it is appointed to men once to die, 
but after this the judgment.” No ſooner is the 
vital union betwixt ſoul and body diſſolved, but the 
matter is finally ſettled, the ſtate of the ſoul is unal- 
terably determined; all in union with Chriſt, all in 
whom the temper and ſpirit of Jeſus are wrought, 
immediately aſcend to the paradiſe of Gad, where 
they have a fixed abode for eternity, in fulneſs of 
Joys and pleaſures for evermore : But on the other 
hand, all that die in unregeneracy, in unbelief, and ſo 
without ſpecial intereſt in the blood and merits of 
Chriſt, are no ſooner dead, but they are eternally loft 
without any hope of remedy. 


How very evident is the truth now aſſerted in the 
caſe of good Lazarus, and the wicked rich glutton 2 
Luk. 16. 19, &c. No ſooner is good Lazarus dead, 
but he ix conveyed by the bleſſed angels into Abra- 
ham's boſom, a ſtate of compleat glory and bleſſed- 


neſs ; and no ſooner is the rich glutton dead, but he 


lifts up his eyes in hell being in torments. The ſtate 
of the one and the other is unalterable; there is a 


great gulph, by reaſon of which there is no poſſibi- 


lity of paſſing from one ſtate to the other; the irre- 
verſible ſentence of God is gone forth, ſo that the 
ſtate of Lazarus is e forever bleſſed, 110 
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the ſtate of Dives miſerable, forever ſo without any 
eaſe or mitigation, not ſo much as one drop of water 
can he have to dip the tip of his finger in to cool his 
tongue, though his cries be never ſo loud and diſ- 
treſſing. This now is a juſt repreſentation of the 
righteous and wicked at death, which I humbly con- 
ccive fully proves, that when men come to the 
grave, their working and preparation time for ano- 
ther world will be at an end ; that if the great and 
neceſſary work for their fouls be ever done, it muſt 
be done in time or remain forever undone ; that if 
ever they experience a work of grace on their hearts, 
ever become new creatures in Chriſt, ever are brought 
Into a ſtate of grace and favour with God, and are 
qualified for heaven, it mult be 1n time, or they for- 
ever periſh in the ruins of their apoſtacy without 
help. I come now to ſhow, 


III. That it is duty for men earneſtly to be en- 
gaged in preparation work for eternity, while the 
day of grace laſts. This I believe to be the mind 
and will of the Lord and maker of the world, that 
men earneſtly attend to the future and eternal wel- 
fare of the ſoul, and expreſſed in the text, © What- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.“ 
It is true mens utmoſt diligence cannot merit or en- 
title them to ſalvation, cannot lay God unger any 
obligation to beſtow it, their ſinful doings cannot re- 
commend them to God, ſalvation is all of grace; 
but notwithſtanding this, God has appointed means 
to work faith in us, whereby we become united with 
Chriſt, and partake of the benefits of redemption : 
And it is evident that God has owned and bleſſed 
the means of bis appointment for this purpoſe in 
thouſands of inſtances. Whilſt therefore I am _— | 

i theſe | 
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theſe things in the bible, I muſt believe it an iodiſ- 
penſable duty for men, ** to ſeek firſt, and above all 
things the kiogdom of God and his righteouſneſs ;* = 
to ſtrive to enter into the ſtrait gate z to pray 


God, if perhaps the thoughts of their hearts may be 


forgiven them z'? to watch at wildom's gates, and 
wait at the poſts of her doors.” And it is no ar- 
gument with me that ſinners are not bound in duty 
as rational beings to attend to the means of heaven's 
appointment, becauſe they cannot do it without fin ; 
for if this. was a good reaſon, the ſame would hold 


good in reſpect of the ſaints, ** for there is no man 


that liveth and finneth not.“ It is my candid tho't, 
that the one thing needful, the future and eternal 
welfare of the ſou], ought to be the one thing, 
the one great concert of both ſaiats and ſinners ; to, 
preſs home this I ſhall offer a lew things by way of 
argumentation, Hence let me fay, 


t. As the preſent ſtate is the only ſeaſon we have. 
to ſecure ſalvation in, ſo it is reaſonable that we ear- 


neſtly improve this ſeaſon for this purpoſe. Is not 


this the very thing for which the wiſe man ſo urges 


us to do whatever our hands fiad to do wih our 
might ? Is this not the reaſon which our Lord gave, 


why he muſt work in good earneſt whillt the day 
laſted, becauſe the night cameth when no man can 
work ? Since no gofpel repentance is to be given in 


the grave, how reaſonable that men ſhould be earneft 


to obtain it before. they come there ?. Since we are 
never more to have ſabbaths and ſermons after this 
tate to improve for our ſouls good, how ieaſonable 
that we make the beſt improvement of them, whilſt 
we have them ? Will miniſters no- more aſter the 


Nreſent Rate be ſent to plead with men to be recon- 


* 
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ciled to God, with tenderneſs to beſeech them to ac- 
cept of Chriſt and ſalvation with him? Will they 
no more by and by make any overtures of peace, ng 
more manage a treaty with ſinners of men, how rea- 
ſonable that they earneſtly attend to the miniſtry of 
reconciliation, whilſt it is continued, efpecially ſince 
Faith cometh by hearing, and the goſpel 1s made the 
power of God unto ſalvation ? 5 


2. The ſhortneſs of this only fit ſeaſon of grace 
ſhould plead with rational men, earneſtly to attend 
to whatever their hands find to do in it. Well is it 


ſaid, ** Brethren, the time is ſhort;“ well is it ſaid, 


* that our life is but a vapour, which appeareth for 
a little while, and then vaniſheth away,“ when the 
length of a man's days are compared with time itſelf, 
more eſpecially when compared with a long eternity. 
Man is but of few days, he cometh forth like a 
flower and is cut down, he fleeth allo as a ſhadow 
and continueth not.” How reaſonat$: now that 
man be concerned and engaged, that the work to be 
done for his ſoul in this ſhort ſpan, this inch or two, 
this moment of ,time, be quickly done, elpecially 
ſeeing there is ſo [mall a portion of this ſpan, that he 
cas be more immediately engaged ia his foul con- 
cerns, conſideting the neceſſary time to be employed 
in making proviſion for the body, and to be ſpent ia 
ſleep ? 125 


2. The great uncertainty to man of the time of 


his life, ſhould move tim, without delay, to give di- 


ligence to make ſure his everlaſting intereſt, - Who 
knows what a day, an hour, a minate, er a moment 
may bring forth? Who can tell at what: hour the 
Son of min will come to call us hence? Who knows. 

: : where 
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where he ſhall be to morrow, in time or eternity ? 
Can the youth ſay whether he ſhall be called from 
this mortal ſtage while young, while in the bloom, or 
whether he ſhall live to ſee old age? Let every mor- 
tal ſay, whether the time of life, all earthly enjoy- 
men's, all opportunities for another world, do not 
ſtand upon terms of the utmoſt uncertainty with us 2 
And then ſay, whether the call is not loud and ur- 
gent, to do whatever our hands find to do in this 
uncertain ſeaſon fe 


4. The dreadful conſequence of WED e 
for death when it comes, ſhould be an argument 
with men to preſs them to ſeek preparation in due 
ſealon. Though ſome men may be ſo ſtupid and 
hardned, who have no part in Chtiſt, as to have no 
bands in their death, as to dream of ſafety, until they 
awake in a ſtate of unutterable and endleſs deſpair z 
yet how ſhocking muſt the near approach of death 
be to the pe n unprepared, under a ſenſe of his im- 
mediate danger ? Let man believe he muſt now bid 
an adieu to the world, with all its enjoyments, and go 
to judgment, and really believe that he is under the 
guilt of all his fins z and muſt not amazement and 
horror ſeize him? Let him reflect that his precious 
day of grace has been ſpent in fin, in vanity, in neg- 
le&t of the great ſalvation, in purſuing things but 
_ comparatively trifling, and find that he has made no 
provifion for a ſick and dying day z what anguiſh 
muſt his poor ſoul be in? When he finds how little, 
very little reaſon he has to hope for mercy upon a 
ſick and dying bed; what! O what would he now 
be diſpoſed to give that his miſpent time might be 
recalled! How free would his little all in the world 
now go, would this Procure him a part in Chriſt, tus 
only 
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only a reprieve a while from the grave! Who can 
tell the pain and agony of the man, who in his laſt 
moments looks up and beholds an angry God, down 
and beholds hell in all its horror ready for him, for- 
ward and beholds nothing but that fiery indignation 
which ſhall devour the adverſaries of God ? Now 
can rational men take a view of a graceleſs ſinner 
thus launching out of time into eternity, and not ſee 
the importance of being prepared for death by times, 
not ſee what dangerous conſequence, a neglect of ſal- 
vation in the proper ſeaſon of it, is attended with ? 


5. The bleſſedneſs of having our work well done 
for eternity, when death comes, ſhould prevail with 
men to be earneſt in doing what their hands find to 
do. What inexpreſſible joy and comfort muſt it 
yield the good man, can he but look back in his laſt 
moments, and be able to reflect, not only on his con- 
cern and engagedneſs for the ſalvation of his ſoul, 
but upon his cloſure with Chriſt ? What bleſſedneſs 
now can he diſcern times, when he has had grounds 
to believe that he has had the ſealings, and teſtimony 
of the Spirit of God, with his ſpirit, that he was a 
child of God, when he could diſcern the temper and 
ſpirit of Chriſt, days and years wherein he has had a 
prevailing love to God, a prevailing and heavenly 
frame and diſpoſition of mind, a ſacred regard to 
all God's precepts, and an hatred of every evil and 
falfe way, how he has been enabled from time to 
time to give up himſelf and his all to God, and how 
he has enjoyed the peculiar manifeſtations of divine 
love ? May we not in ſuch a caſe ſuppoſe, while he 
is muſing that the fire of divine love will burn in his 
heart, that he will have Hope as an anchor of 
his ſoul ſure and ſtedfalt 3% that he will be aQuelg 
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ready for his departure; that he will have a proſ- 
ect of heaven ſo clear and bright, not only as to 
the felicity of it, but his title to it, that with St. Paul, 
he may triumph, ** O death, where is tliy ſting ? 
O grave, where is thy victory ? Will death now be 
a terror? Nay rather appear with the lovely face of 
an angel, It will now be bid welcome as the meſſen- 
ger come to call him from this land of fin, ſighs and 
tears, to the joy and reſt which remains for the peo- 
ple of God. Now ſeeing our calling and election is 
made ſure in a way of diligence, how weighty is this 
argument to excite men to be earneſt to obtain grace, 
and to be made ripe for glory, © that they may come 
to their grave in a full age, like as a ſhock of corn 
cometh in, in his ſeaſon ?” I may add 


6. The example of Chriſt's earneſtneſs ia purſuing 
the ſalvation of men as an argument. I muſt work, 
ſaith he, while it is day. Now ſhall the bleſſed Re- 
dee mer, be ſo earneſt to work out redemption for us, 
and ſhall not we, whoſe everlaſting ſalvation is deep= 
ly concerned herein, be earneſt too? I may add 


7. The eagerneſs of ſatan to ruin our dear ſouls, as 
a motive to us to be earneſt for ſalvation, Is ſatan, 
the reſtleſs enemy of God and man, unwearied in his 
pains to deſtroy us, foul and body forever ; and ſhall 
we not be as earneſt to defeat his deſigns, to eſcape 
the ruin he is plotting for us, and to obtain ſalvation, 
which he is reſolute if poſſible co prevent ? 1 now 
haſten to the 


IMPROVEM EN T. 
1. Is death the inevitable lot and portion of the 
living, the ſhort day of life the only ſeaſon alotted us 


to obtain peace and favor with God; what matter of 
E reproof 
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reptoof doth this diſcourſe hold up to the graceleſs, 
careleſs, delaying part of my hearers ? You, firs, are 
faſt going to the grave. Your time, never to be te- 
called, is faſt haſtening to its end. You muſt foon 
be fixed in an unalterable eſtate. Your great works 
for God and your ſouls remains yet not done. Eve- 
ry night when you lie down, you are liable to.awake 
in utter deſpair ; yea, every moment you are liable to 
awake in utter deſpair z yea, every moment you are 
liable to endleſs, eaſeleſs and remedileſs wo ; and are 
you yet crying, a little more ſleep and ſlumber ? Do 
you ſee old and young fall around you, and are you 
Fet boaſting of to-morrow ? O ſtupid and unwiſe ! 
Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of 
Aſkelon : Leſt the daughter of the Philiſtines rejoice, 
leſt the uncircumciſed triumph.“ Leſt the deiſts of 
the day boaſt, left the heathen ſay, your divine reve- 
lation, your chriſtian religioa is but a mere ſham. 


2. Are you all, old and young going to the grave? 
Do all things ſtand upon terms of the utmoſt uncer- 
tainty with you? Then ſirs, place not your happi- 
neſs on any thing of a mortal and periſhing nature. 
All ſuch happineſs is precarious. All happineſs, built 
| on any thing below the ſkies, is ſhort lived, as uncer- 
| tain as ſhort, Let the object of your affections be 
| never ſo dear, doth he appear to you like an angel in 
an earthly ſhape ? Do you begin to claſp this object in 
your arms as though you had found fomething im- 
mortal below the ſun, as though you had found a 
creature that ſhould never fee death ? Lo! he dies 
in your very embraces, his lips are ſealed, his tongue 
is ſilent, his breath is gone, his beauty is marr*d, you 
are awake and find all your expectations of earthly, 
bliſs, were but a dream. Your earthly joys are in a 
. - . moment 
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moment fled z yea, they are turned into tears, ſighs 
and groans. Let this teach you one and all not td 
ane your happineſs on any thing that is mortal. 


Let me now proceed to apply this diſcourſe; 
with ſpecial reference to the righteous providence of 
God, which has this day called us out. Death has 
been the ſubject of our meditations, and death we 
have had in a very affecting point of view before out 
eyes. The death of whom? Of Dr. Stone; may 1 
not ſay, a youth dear to 4nd teſpected by us? Infinite 
wiſdom has righteouſly called him away, he is cut 
down in all the flower and: bloom of youth, even at 
his entrance upon the ſtage of action among us, whoſe 
continuance appeared to be of very great impor= 
tance, May we not, yea ought we not to mourrt 
when God in his righteous providence thus removes 
our dear friends ? Though they have lived their days 
and done their work, yet it is duty to mourn, while 
we are ſubmiſſive to the will of God. Did not Jeſus; 
when he heard that Lazarus was dead, whom he 
loved, and ſaw the mourners weeping, groan in ſpi= 
ric and weep with them? May we not all then upon 
this occaſion drop a tear and mourn in the undiſſem- 
bled language of him, who faid, Lover and friend 
haſt thou put far from us, and our acquaintance intd 
darkneſs ? Come then, brethren, come all ye peo 
ple of Palmer, come old and young, and mourn with 
me. Yea, come ye neighbouring towns, come all 
that have partook of the benefit of his ſkill 3 come 
all, who hoped, under God, that he would long be 
an inſtrument of great good, and mourn with us; 
who feel the weight of the ſudden and ſurptizing 
blow : Yea, let all far afid near, who ſhall hear this 
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youth ſo promiſing, mourn and admire with us the 
myſtery of divine providence. And now let all ac- 
quainted with him from his childhood up, imparti- 
ally ſpeak, whether his intellectual endowments were 
not ſuperior, his natural temper ſweet, ingenuity and 
affability true and diſtinguiſhing branches in his cha- 
rater ? How were theſe natural accompliſhments 
heightened by his acquaintance with the learned lan- 
gvages, and other branches of literature? As to his 
religious ſentiments, he appeared to me to have a 
peculiar affection for the doctrines of grace, and he 
profeſſed to me to have years ago experienced them 
in the power and efficacy of them upon his own 
heart; and with ſome of his laſt apparent ratienal 
expreſſions told me, he had a favourable hope that 
his peace was made with God, and that the future 
welfare of his ſoul was fecure.”” Whether he gave 
good grounds for charity or not, let his deportment, 
let his moral conduct ſpeak. Let the ſeveral towns 
where he lived ſay, whether the covrſe of his walk 
was not conſiſtent with the profeſſion he made? Let 
all ſay, whether he did not appear to have a regard 
ta the religion of Jeſus ? And whether he did not 
give as conſtant attendance on public worſhip, as the 
duty of his calliag would admit? Let per ſons, his 
patients, recovered from dangetaus ſickneſs ſay, whe- 
ther his counſels, the language of his lips did not 
ſound as though dictated by ſomething above na- 
ture? Let the ſchollars taught by him, who have 
heard his prayers to heaven, and had many ſerious 
and ſolemn counſels from him ſay, whether there did 
not ſeem ſome good thing in him towards the Lord 
God of Iſrael ? Let youth in whatever company you 
ſaw him ſay, whether his conduct was not exemplary, 


{N decent and modeſt ? Let the youth tnore N 
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under his care ſay, whether by his ſteady, uniform 
deportment, and by the counſels which he gave you, 
he did not ever carry a conviction in your breaſts, 
that he had at heart the honor of God, the intereſt of 
religion, and your temporal and eternal good ? In a 
word, I appeal to the family where was his laſt abode, 
and from whence he was removed into the world of 
ſpirits, to ſay, whether his prayers in the family, 
when the bead of the family was occaſionally abſent, 
whether his counſels to the children, his converſation 
and walk ever ſince you knew him, were not ſuch 
as made you entertain Charity, that he had made 
choice of Chriſt as his prince and Savior, as his por- 
tion and felicity forever? As a phyſician, let his great 
ſucceſs, with his extenſive practice; yea with theſe 
let phy ſiciaas of his acquaintance ſay, whether, con- 
ſidering his youth and advantages, he was not judi- 
cious, {kilful and able? 


And now was the D. ctor deferving ſuch a cha- 
rater, muſt not the loſs to the public be great? We 
are all to a greater or leſs degree doubtleſs affected 
with the ſtroke. But none | preſume fo tenderly feel 
the loſs, as the parents of the deceaſed. Permit me, 
dear friends, to ſay, your ſon, your promiſing ſon, 
your firſt born, the deſire of your eyes, and the joy of 
your hearts, is gone, his work is ſoon done, and provi- 
dence has called him hence. | heartily condole with 
you, I ſincerely ſympathize with you in your ſorrows, 
while I ſay, „it is the Lord's doing, and marvellous 
in our eyes.” Should not this be the dutiful ſub- 
miſſive language of your hearts, the Lord gave, 
the Lord hath taken away, and blefled be the name 
of the Lord ' Has God (as you ſay) given you the 
comfort of comforts grounds to think your fon has 
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gone to reſt? Doth he give you hope amidſt your 
orrows ? Is be not alſufficient, able to make up the 
Joſs, and to ſupply the place of a ſon in enjoy ments 
more ſubſtantial and laſting? Are you not now 
taught by the failing of the ſtream, to repair to the 
fountain? Are you not now taught,“ not to ſet 
your affections on things below, but on things above, 
where Chriſt is at the right hand of God?“ Do you 
not now learn the evil of ſin, the cauſe of death, with 
the emptineſs of your deareſt enjoy ments? And now 
could I make the ſurviving brethren and fiſters at fo 
great a diſtance hear, I would effay to lift up my 
voice like a trumpet, and ſound' the melancholly 
news to their ears, and ſay, your brother, your elder 
brother is dead, and though he is dead, yet let him 
ſpeak by his death in ſuch language as this, O * boaſt 
< not of to-morrow, fort. yd know not what a day or an 
* hour may bring forth! O boaſt not of your youth; 


c health and firength, for all fizſh is grals !”* Mind 
the great concern of your ſouls in ſeaſon z whatever 


you neglect, negcct not Chriſt and the great ſal- 


vation whatever your hands fiad to do, do it with 


your might, for you are going to the grave; be 
earneſt to obtain preparation for another world while 


the day laſts ; for * when the night of Geath comes, 
no man can work, Ft | | 


Let Phy ſicians, the moſt ſkilfu] as wel as Others, 
come and behold in this glaſs of mortality, that you 
are mortal, muſt die in ſpite of all your ſkill attend 
the preſent doleful. ſound from the tomb, meditate 
the day. when you muſt take your final leave of time 
and be numbred with the dead, and amidſt all your care 
and pains for the lives of your fellow men, forget not 


the end of all the living, view the ſeveral things held 
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vp in the character of the deceaſed that are agreeable 
with the preſent ſubject upon mortality, as incentives 
to activity and diligence in your work, eſpecially in 
the great concern of your ſouls ſalvation while your 
day laſts. But while I ſpeak to others let me not 
205 forget the youth bereft of their iaſttuctor and 
guide. You, dear firs, dear youth, have Joſt a fin- 
cere and faithful friend, your loſs is great, it is ag 
| humbling paſſage in providence : But when you 


& mourn your great loſs, bleſs God that you were un- 


der his conduct ſo long ; recolle& the good counſel 
and advice he gave you; ſet his example before you 
for imitation in thoſe inflances wherein it is duty to 
follow his ſteps 3 and will. not this be the moſt ready 
way to obtain that bleſſing which will make up your 
loſs ? Let me now particularly apply myſelf to the 
riſing generation. O my dear youth, have you not 
juſt now been converſant with an inftance of mortali- 
ty, that will at laſt bring you to this concluſion, That 
whatſoever your hands find to do, you will do it 
with your might? Your fellow youth, your ſincere 
friend, your phyſician, your companion has took his 
final leave of you. No more in the world will you 
ſee his face, his probationary ſeaſon. is truly at an end, 
What now is the voice of providence to you?“ Be 
ye alſo ready, for in ſuch a day and hour as yethink 
not, the ſon of man will come.“ Were you now in 
the ſtate of the dead, what do you conceive would 
be the eternal condition of your fouls ? Perhaps ma- 
ry of you may reply, a ftate of unutterable wo. 
Don't then the preſent call in providence, with the 
voice of the word and reaſon, ſay that you ought now 
to be earneſt to ſecure the ſalvation of your ſouls ; 
that the preſent — of youth, the precious ſeaſon of 
grace ſhould be dear to you, and be improved to th 
| beſt 
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beſt purpoſe ? Do you ſay yea? Then how inexeu- 
fable and ſpeechleſs muſt you be finally left, if after 
all you careleſly neglect your better part and periſh in 
your fins? Do you not know, that while any of you 
ſpend away your day in carnal ſecurity, and have no 
intereſt in Chriſt and his ſalvation, how your cale is 
fearful and dangerous ? Don't you know that you 
are finners by nature and practice, children of wrath, 
legally and ſpiritually dead as well as others, liable to 
a temporal and an eternal death, that you mult ſoon, 
unleſs you have faith in Chriſt, and become new crea- 
tures, bid farewel to all things here, and to all hopes 
of ſalvation forever ? Will, dare any of you then put 
off your great concern? I might invite you to early 
ſeek acquaintance with God and grace, to prepare 
you for a better world, by ſetting before you the ſu- 
perior glory and happineſs of a religious life to a life 
of fin, might lead you to take a view of the crown of 


glory, the inconceivable and everlaſting felicity, the 


end of a life of godlineſs ; but let me only add, 
that I do conceive it to be extreemly hazardous 
to delay in hopes of obtaining mercy in your laſt mo- 
ments. May I not without limitting the grace of 
Ged, fay, I believe it a very rare thing that ever any 
one obtained mercy at the cloſe of the twelfth hour, 


The example of the converted thief, I am ſure never 


was left upon record to encourage perſons to put off 
their great concern with this preſumption, that they 
may obtain mercy upon a death-bed, L do fear that 
ſuch who delay wich this preſumption, will periſh 
without mercy. The inſtance of the converted thief 
was extraordinary ; in this caſe Chiiſt gave a diſplay 
of the power of his God- head on the croſs, there will 
never be the like occaſion again, the thief perhaps had 
never before any knowledge of Chriſt, nor effet of 
8 mercy 
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mercy by Chriſt made him; the caſe of this thief 
ought not then to be looked upon as being parrallel 
with yours, and ſo no grounds to put off and think 
you ſhall obtain mercy at laſt becauſe he did. Be- 
hold and mark the caſe of the other thief, how he was 
hardened to the laſt ; mark the deſperateneſs of the 
caſe of the fooliſh virgins, who delayed until the mid- 
night cry was made; mark well the word of God, 
how when you have gone on in defiance of his coun- 
ſels and reproofs, how when you cry in your diſtreſs, 
he will not anſwer, but will laugh at your calamity ; 
mark how common it is for perſons to be bereft of 
reaſon in their laſt ſickneſs, and ſo to go out of the 
world, and ſay whether your call be not immediate 
to prepare to meet the Lord, to attend in this your 
early and beſt day to the things which belong to your 
peace? Finally, let all, old as well as young, attend this 
day to the voice of Providence, and give yourſelves 
no reſt until you find it in Chriſt, the only hope and 
help for ruined man. Give diligence to ſee that your 
great work is well done, that your calling and electi- 
on are made ſure, that when the midnight cry is made 
* behold the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet 
bim,“ you may ſay, come Lord Jeſus, come quick- 
ly, amen,” May the Lord crown this feeble attempt 
to improve his providence with his own bleſſing, and 
to his name be glory and praiſe forever and ever ! 
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